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WE ARE
  CHARMANT
We are manufacturers of high-quality glasses, and experts in titanium materials in 
glasses and medical instruments. 

Founded in Japan in 1956, we supply optical stores around the world with popular 
eyewear collections from our house and licensed brands. 

With our extensive portfolio of optical frames and sunglasses, we support opticians in 
meeting the demanding needs of a wide variety of glasses wearers.

1,650 employees worldwide

Integrated supply chain  from material development to distribution

2 own production sites

Distribution in over 80 countries

SABAE, JAPAN

FAC TS & 
  FIGURES



WE ARE
  VISIONARIES
OUR FOUNDER KAORU HORIKAWA HAD A BIG VISION 
FROM THE BEGINNING: 

His vision took shape when he saw how to achieve it: by making glasses that make life 
easier for people who need to wear them. 

Mr. Horikawa’s entrepreneurial spirit is the strong root from which we have grown. 

To this day, we follow his vision with every product we manufacture:

As an eye and healthcare specialist, our primary goal is to enhance the lives of people 
worldwide through our actions. These actions are based on our socially, environmentally 
and economically sustainable mindset.

KAORU 
HORIKAWA

“I want  to  
bring  more 
 well-being  
to the world  
through my  

work.”

OUR 
 MISSION

CUSTOMERS FIRST 

 To always defend our customers interests and go 
beyond their expectations. 

QUALITY FIRST 

 To provide peace of mind to all our stakeholders by delivering 
the best quality in everything we do. 

MARKET FIRST 

 To always be close to the market through our global network to 
be inspired and inspire in return.



WE ARE
  EXPERIENCED

PRODUCT 
DEVELOPMENT
By developing innovative products 
and establishing own brands, we were 
able to expand our business. Thanks 
to our integrated manufacturing and 
sales system, we turned into a thriving 
manufacturer of high-quality eyewear 
by the mid-70s.

WIDER PRODUCT 
PORTFOLIO
We expanded our range of titanium 
products: alongside new titanium lines, 
with which we can serve the needs of 
many different wearers, we were also 
launching a portfolio of high-precision 
medical instruments made of titanium.

 TITANIUM 
SPECIALISTS
Today we are one of the leading frame 
producers in the world, with a direct 
sales network in key markets and more 
than 6 million eyewear frames produced.
Over the years, we have become the true 
titanium specialists.

GROWTH 
Our company grew, thrived and enjoyed 
increasing popularity within Japan.

EXPANSION
Our company began to expand beyond 
Japan’s borders on a global level.
We also launched our premier 
CHARMANT titanium collection.

MATERIAL 
DEVELOPMENT
After 8 years of research & development, 
we launched a new, super flexible 
titanium alloy called “Excellence Titan ™”.  
To process the new material accordingly, 
we also developed the micro-laser 
welding technology.

THE 
2010‘S TODAY 

THE 
1990‘S 

THE 
2000‘S 

THE 
1970‘S 

THE 
1980‘S 

THE 
1950‘S 

THE 
1960‘S 

LICENSING 
PARTNERSHIPS
We reached another milestone in our 
history by starting to build trusting 
licensing partnerships, several of which 
still exist today.

SABAE, JAPAN
 
In 1956, our CHARMANT founder Kaoru 
Horikawa started to manufacture spare 
parts for the optical industry in Sabae, 
Japan. Soon he asked himself “Why don’t 
I just make the entire product?” - and so 
he did.



WE ARE
  FROM JAPAN

OUR ROOTS ARE IN JAPAN, a country that is as diverse as it is fascinating. 

Even though today we operate globally, we stay true to our original Japanese values. 
Our corporate philosophy and manufacturing ethos are driven by these values, 
ensuring that precision and quality always take first priority in everything we do.

OUR HISTORY & FUTURE 

Exceptional craftsmanship and know-how are deep-seated in our region 
and, as heirs of this great history, it’s our duty to proudly hand down 
these skills from generation to generation.

OUR THINKING & BEHAVIOUR

Whilst today we are a global operation, we stay true 
to our original Japanese values.

OUR VALUES

Respect, fairness and sustainability are at 
the core of our actions and behaviour.

OUR TECHNOLOGY 

Constantly on the pulse of current 
developments, we apply the latest 
Japanese technologies.  

QUALITY

VALUES

TRADITION



WE ARE
  QUALITY PROVIDERS

OUR CUSTOMERS RECEIVE THE BEST QUALITY IN EVERY WAY 

On top of the official compulsory tests that every product has to go through, we carry 
out a variety of additional, self-imposed product tests to ensure the best quality.

Thanks to our global network, we are close to the market. We carefully 
select our partners and suppliers to ensure enduring, mutually 
beneficial relationships.

It is important to us to constantly understand the needs of the wearer 
and deepen our knowledge of optical/optometry requirements.

We are proud to be partners in several long-lasting and trusted 
licensing partnerships, some of which have existed for over 25 years.

  WE ARE 
 TRUSTED PARTNERS



WE ARE
  TITANIUM EXPERTS

OUR INNOVATION

We enhance people’s lives through innovative products and their comfort. 
With this focus in mind, we never stop researching and developing new 
innovations.

OUR PRODUCTS

Thanks to our titanium expertise, and since we began to develop and 
produce devices for the medical world, we have transformed ourselves 
into more than an eyewear company.

OUR TRAINING PROGRAMME

We share our extensive knowledge with you so that you can benefit from 
it in your daily practice.

 SOME MORE 
    FAC TS

Over the many years that we have been working with titanium, we have overcome 
many technological barriers and acquired an enormous amount of experience and 
know-how. We have developed our own titanium alloys and the machines that are 
needed to process them optimally. For our frames we use different kinds of titanium: 
Pure Titanium, Beta Titanium, Z Titanium and Excellence Titan.

TI Atomic number: 22
Element category: transition metals
Group, period, block: 4, 4, d
Standard atomic weight: 47.867(1)
Electrons per shell: 2, 8, 10, 2
Phase: solid

We are the only optical company that develops its own titanium alloys.

We develop our own machines to be able to process our titanium in the best way.

 We also produce high-precision medical instruments made of titanium.

 We treat around 25 tonnes of titanium per year.

 We use Japanese titanium for our products.



WE ARE
  DIFFERENT

For frames in which particularly filigree work is required, we apply the 
microlaser welding technology. It was developed together with Fukui Pref. 
Industrial Support Centre and Osaka University Joining & Welding Research 
Institute. It took 5 years of research and development. This technology enables 
high-strength welding of even the smallest parts without dulling them and 
without losing material properties.

For the attachment of pin parts we work with the integration of a pressing 
machine, which eliminates the risk of breakage in the soldering area. The result 
is a robust one-piece PIN structure. With a precision level at 1/1000 mm lens 
breakage or loosening is avoided.

In the colour refinement of our frames, we apply a robust and flexible paint 
technology. Only specially prepared ingredients are used here, which almost 
eliminates any risk of breakage. For the best and optimized paint adhesion we 
use primer.

Every single treatment step affects the material. That is why we see to use 
methods to combine several steps in one in order to expose the material to 
as little stress as possible. For example, while others first press in one step and 
then bend in another step, we press and bend the material in one step.

THERE ARE MANY THINGS THAT WE DO DIFFERENTLY THAN OTHERS - and that is exactly 
what makes our manufacturing process and our products so special.



As a leader in the delivery of high-quality optical frames, sunglasses and medical 
equipment to the world, CHARMANT Group has always looked to the future while 
making efforts to improve the quality of life for all.

Today, the world faces many challenges that must be confronted to realise a sustainable 
society and planet. We believe that tackling these issues and solving problems through 
business creates value for an organisation.

As an international company, we not only provide innovative products and services, we 
also take the environment into consideration throughout the supply chain, respect the 
human rights of all people, including our employees, and contribute to each country 
and community where we operate. In short, we are committed to fulfilling our social 
responsibilities.

The CHARMANT Group aims to be a sustainable community and company through the 
integrated consideration of economic, ecological and social issues.

WE ARE 
  RESPONSIBLE

HUMAN CAPITAL

We, CHARMANT Group, are commit-
ted to respect human rights, diversity, 
gender equality and equal employ-
ment opportunities to reflect social 
conditions. 
In addition, we embrace the individu-
ality of all employees and strive to cre-
ate an enjoyable and nurturing wor-
king environment to enable abilities 
to flourish.

SOCIETY

We, CHARMANT Group, pledge to con-
tribute to the development of society 
through our business activities whilst 
respecting the differences in culture 
and customs in all the regions, socie-
ties and countries in which we operate.

ENVIRONMENT

We, CHARMANT Group, are committed 
to respecting the wonders of nature 
and are engaged to proactively pre-
serve the  environment for the future 
generations.

GOVERNMENT

We, CHARMANT Group, always comply 
with legal requirements and have ro-
bust risk management processes. The 
Group is also committed to enhancing 
quality of life and endeavours to in-
crease its corporate value through in-
novative products and services.



Charmant UK Co., Ltd
Spaces | 6th Floor First Central 200

2 Lakeside Drive London NW10 7FQ
+44 208 992 9222

sales@charmant.co.uk
www.charmant.co.uk




